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Special points of interest:

>  READY Bus will be traveling to over,
25 events throughout the 6 county
area.

On March 18, 2010,
Prairie Hills RC&D

> In 2009 over 2500 books were giveREADY (Reaching Edu-
cating and Developing

> In 2009 the READY Bus received o%0Uth) bus literacy pro-
7,000 donated books.

out to children pré# grade.
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gram received a gener-
ous donation of
$702.00 from the Mon-
mouth College Pi Delta
Phi Sorority. This dona-
tion came as ‘
an unexpected i
surprise.

: . Sandy Bertel-
Pictured left to right: Sandy Bertelsen, Rick Win-

Pi Delta Phi Sorority donates to the READY Bus

lllinois Alpha Chapter.  Monmouth, Illinois
Maggie described the  April 22 at the Willits
Chapters passion for Elementary School
literacy and helping chil- for Earth Day and then
dren and how they to Media and

wanted to donate to the Stronghurst to the pre
READY Bus literacy pro- k schools on the 28th.
gram. This greatly ap- It will also be at Ag in
preciated and much the Park April 30th in
needed donation will be  Monmouth, lllinois.
Please look
; @ On page 3

= | for more
scheduled
events.

R-E-A:D.Y. VS -

“Reaching, Educating, And Developing Youth”

sen, Ag Educa
tion Coordina-
tor for Warren
and Hender-

son Counties,
and READY
Bus committee

bigler, Prairie Hills president, and Wendy Brokaw.
Sandy and Wendy received awards for their out-
standing work for the READY Bus program at the
Prairie Hills council meeting in January 2010.
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Small Business Loan 3 at Monmouth college for
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an event and mentioned
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few days later, Sandy
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mail from Maggie Derry,
Vice President of Philan-
thropy of the Pi Beta Phi
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Prairie Hills
READY Bus
was very
| excited and
': apprecia-
 tive of this
generous
used in the purchase of donation and would
new books and educa- like to thank Pi Delta
tional material for the Phi for thinking of the
program. READY Bus and Sandy
Bertelsen for promot-
The READY Bus is cur- ing the program.
rently gearing up for the
2010 year and will at-
tend its first event in

The READY Bus at the YMCA daycare in Macomb, IL.
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PRAIRIE LAND CONSERVANCY UPDATES -Margaret Ovitt, Vice President

Prairie Land Conservancy folks have This includes ways of

been busy! We have developed a  funding, promoting

beautiful brochure along with two peerto-peer network-

guides for landowners to help explain ing and training ses-

what a conservation easement is and sions.

what are some options for safeguardirgn March 11, PLC

land. held its first annual

We also met with Vicki Morrical who meeting at the Red

is a landscape architect with NRCS. Ox in Macomb. We

Vicki is helping us carry out our visionbegan with registra-

and goals for our Stony Hills Nature tion and a buffet din-

Preserve. At the first meeting, Vicki ner. Next came our

and some of the Board members met featured speaker,

and discussed what we would like to Mark Cochran, a law-

accomph:;h_ \.Nlth thIS. beaunfl.ﬂ site. yer and f.arm.er whao ISGuest speaker Mark Cochran, Lawyer from Springfield, IL pre-

After the initial meeting that included from Springfield, IL, senting to the PLC committee and guests about farmland prese

walking around the site, Vicki returnedand who specializes tion at the annual meeting.

with maps and plans for us to use in in setting up agricul-

developing trails, parking, signage andural easements. He spoke about Plans for the future include one or

other design considerations. farmland trusts and gave some two of us attending the meeting of

Our board also met with Fran Harty, very interesting examples of somethe Midwest Land Trust Alliance
of the farms that he has helped in Columbus, OH, April 18.7.
protect by developing easements.We are also planning on having a
After the speaker and the questiondisplay at the Earth Summit at
period, we held a business meetingVIU on April 7.
and passed our budget and electe#inally, we are always looking for
board members and officers. new members. If anyone who is
We had a display at the Ag/Mech reading this newsletter knows of
Show (Feb. 27 &28) at Western someone or who is interested
lllinois that was helpful in inform- themselves in land conservation
ing people about us and what a and would like to help us with our
conservation easement is all abougctivities, please do contact us.
A meeting that is coming up is theThanks very much.
lllinois Audubon

Societyds annual
PLC committee pictured from left to right: Margaret Ovitt, ;
Charles Gilbert, Lisa Gruver, Tracy Meredith, Chris Delaney g?‘thermg that
Barman, Alice Henry, Don Johnson and guest speaker Fran  Will be at Nau-
Harty President of the Prairie State Conservation Coalition onygo the weekend

the far right. of the first of

President of the Prairie State Conservitay. The Stony
tion Coalition (PSCC) which we are Hills Nature Pre-
members of. The PSCC is an lllinois serve is one of
association of land trusts and Mr. the sites for their
Harty explained the mission of the  field trips, so we
Coalition as well as discussed the goatse developing
and priorities of PSCC. The mission trails in anticipa-
of the Coalition is to assist conserva- tion of the IAS
tion land trusts in doing our work. outings.
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Alice Henry, Chair of the PLC, presenting to the committee at the
annual meeting held March 11, 2010.



